
 

 

 

 

 

 
                                           

VISIT US AT OUR 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS! 

 

West Point Crab 

Carnival - Saturday, 
October 1st,  

10am-6pm 

 
Creation Fest – 

Saturday, October 8th, 

9am-2pm, Messiah 

Lutheran Church, 
Mechanicsville 

 

Transfer to 
Spay/Neuter – 

Wednesday, October 

12th, RAS to Barron’s 
 

Tappahannock 

Farmers’ Market – 
Saturday, October 

15th, 9am-1pm 

 
IRHS Monthly 

Meeting – Tuesday, 

October 18th, 6:30pm 

Tony & George’s 
 

Shop ‘Til You Drop -

Sat Nov 12th, Tony & 
George’s, time TBD 

 

Tappahannock 
Farmers’ Market - 

November 19th, 9am-

1pm 
 

Christmas On The 

Town – Sunday, Dec 

4TH, downtown West 
Point 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
4 PAWS THRIFT 

801 Main Street 

West Point, VA 

804-843-2902 

 

Open 

Thursdays & Fridays 

10:00 am – 5:00pm 

Saturday 

10:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 

October 2016 

Happy Fall!  Cooler weather and 

back-to-school routines help to 

pick up the adoption numbers for 

us. 
 

  

We have many cats/kittens 

available, and we just brought in 

a new dog to foster (see more 

about her in other parts of the 

newsletter).  Fall is also a busy 

time for us with events—be sure 

to check out the calendar. 

 
I was recently in San Francisco 

and Yosemite National Park on 

vacation.  Both locations are 

dog-friendly.  I saw dogs 

walking along Fisherman’s 

Wharf, and hiking trails in 
Yosemite.  Even if you aren’t on 

vacation, it’s fun to take your 

dog on local outings.  Be sure 

their collars are on tight and they 

A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

   

 

have identification, just in 

case.  

 
 Also be sure to bring water 

for them, and never leave 

them in the car on a warm 

or hot day. 

  

I went into a store in San 

Francisco specializing in 

pet products.  I was talking 

with the owner and he was 

telling me about some 

special harnesses they have 

that help regulate 

temperature.  I have corgis, 

and he was telling me the 

harnesses help since corgis 

are low to the ground and 

can build up heat.   

 
I didn’t purchase any 

because my dogs don’t go 

anywhere very often.  

That’s the good and the bad 

of country living.  They 

have several acres to run 

around in, so it’s not 

necessary to walk them for 

exercise.  Not to mention, 

they are seniors now and 

can’t walk but so far 

anymore.  I should have 

taken them more places 

when they were younger.   

 

Walking is not only good 

exercise for you and your 

dog, but it also helps their 

social skills when other 

people and dogs are around. 

 

I hope to see you around at 

some of our events, with or 

without your dog. 
 

Anne 
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How to PET A CAT IN 

THE RIGHT SPOTS. 

(from wikihow.com) 
 

Part 2: Finding Your 

Cat’s Spots 
 

Employ a process of trial 

and error 

 
Every cat is different and 

enjoys different petting 

patterns. Some cats love to 

have their ears scratched 

while others won’t allow 

you to touch their ears. As 

such, you need to try petting 

your cat on different spots 

and gauge its reaction to that 

petting to identify what it 

likes or does not like. Cats 

will purr and relax 

themselves when they are 

enjoying what you doing, so 

pay close attention to these 

signals. 

A cat will often guide you 

through the petting process, 

forcing its head or the part 

of its body that it wants 

petted into your hand. The 

pets are for the cat, so let it 

run the show. 
 

Start with the cat “safe” 

zones  

 
Touch is one of your most 

important communication 

tools. While every cat has a 

different set of purr-zones, 

there are a few spots on 

which most cats enjoy being 

petted universally. The top 

of the head between the 

 ALL THINGS CATS 
ears, under the chin and 

along the cheeks are all areas 

that most cats enjoy being 

petted so go for these areas 

first. 
 

Go for the ears  

 
Try rubbing and gently 

twisting the cat’s ears. Ear-

oriented cats also like to have 

a knuckle lightly rubbed 

inside their ear. Be very 

careful not to hurt the cat or 

pull too hard. 
 

Pet the cat’s cheeks and 

chin  

 
The cheeks of cats contain 

scent glands which allow the 

cat to leave its scent on 

things and mark its territory. 

Scratch your cat's cheeks 

from the whiskers back 

toward the tail, or gently 

scratch your cat under the 

jaw and along the neck. 
 

Try full-body pets 

 
Start at the crown of the 

cat’s head and, using your 

open palm, pet the cat 

lengthwise down its spine 

towards the tail.  

This type of petting can be 

very enjoyable to the cat, 

but be careful. Cats are 

most likely to become 

overstimulated when 
receiving these types of 

pets, leading them to bite or 

claw you. 
 

Pet the right area of your 

cat's body 

 
Many cats like to have their 

backs scratched and even to 

have their fur brushed 

backwards briefly. Use 

some enthusiasm while 

scratching the back and at 

the base of your cat's tail. It 

can make the cat feel great, 

and it's a good way to 

detect the presence of fleas. 

Studies have shown that the 

tail is a metaphorical 

“danger zone” when petting 

cats. So, unless you know 

your cat really enjoys it, 

avoid petting its tail. 
 

Time your petting sessions 

carefully 

 
Cats are more receptive to 

being pet when they are 

relaxed and feeling 

affectionate. Make sure you 

pet your cat when it wants 

pets, not just when it is 

convenient for you. Cats, in 

general, are particularly 

receptive to being pet after 

eating, but each cat is 

different. So, find a time 

that works best for your cat. 
 

Kathy 
 

 

Feral Cat Facts 
Cats have lived alongside 
humans for more than 10,000 
years. They are part of the 
natural landscape. Feral cats, 
also called community or 
outdoor cats, are the same 
species as pet cats, live in 
groups called colonies, and 
can thrive in every land-
scape. They are just as 
healthy as pet cats, but they 
are not socialized to humans 
and are therefore 
unadoptable. 
Trap-Neuter-Return is the 
only humane and effective 
approach to caring for 
community cats and stabilizing 
the cat population. From 
2003 to 2013 the number of 
local governments with official 
policies endorsing TNR in- 
creased tenfold, with 
hundreds of cities and towns 
successfully carrying out TNR 
programs. That number 
continues to grow every year. 
 

In many cities, cats are still 
caught and brought to animal 
shelters and pounds, where 
most are killed. In fact, the 
shelter system is the number 
one documented cause of 
death for cats in the United 
States. About 70% of cats 
who enter shelters are killed 
there, and that number rises 
to virtually 100% for feral 
cats.  
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IRHS and 4PAWS News Page 3  

 

 

 

  HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WEST POINT CRAB CARNIVAL 
 

 

 

 

Donnie Shifflette was the 
winner of the Cornhole Set 

donated by Johnny Clark’s 

Cornholes 

 

 

Nancy Neal was the winner 

of the Crab picture raffle 

donated by Tresyln 

Reinhardt 
 

 

      
 

     
 

Thank you to everyone who visited our booth and the 4 Paws Thrift Store and 
to those who purchased raffle tickets! 

Drawing for the raffle 
winners 
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With the cooler weather, you should 

be walking more in support of IRHS. 
If you haven't already, download the 

ResQwalk app today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the cooler weather, you should be walking more in 
support of IRHS. If you haven't already, download the 

ResQwalk app today 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

          

 

 
Congratulations to Tallulah on her 
quick adoption.  We had her for a 
day!  Margie pulled her  from the 
Regional Animal Shelter on August 19 
and she was adopted on the 20th at 
the County Fest event at the 
courthouse!  Too bad they all get 
adopted that fast! 

This guy was recently 
caught taking a nap while 
his wife shopped in the 4 
Paws Thrift Store!!!! 
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Meet our newest foster dog, Aimee!   
 

 
She is a 6 month old corgi/terrier mix. 
 

She’s currently in a foster home that 

has 3 other dogs, and she’s having a 

ball playing with them.   

 
Aimee is up-to-date on shots, house-

broken and crate trained.  She will be 

spayed in early October.   
 

She loves dogs and kids, and has no 

problem with cats.  She is super sweet 

and affectionate.   

ALL THINGS DOGS 
 

 

 
If you are interested in meeting 

Aimee, give us a call at 885-3109 

X2, or email 

indianrivershumane@gmail.com. 
 

Anne 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
The following are 

available at RAS 

Dexter 

Charlie 

Joanie 

Jean 
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October 1 – 7 

 

October is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 27 
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